How to build a
wooden compost box
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You will need

4 pressure treated timber posts (minimum 5cm by 5cm) all cut to
1m, or your required height

Pressure treated timber planks (cut to 1m lengths if 1m square
bin)

16m of roof tiling timber batten

Nails or screws (galvanised for longer life)

Hammer (if using nails) or drill with screwdriver attachment (if
using screws)

4m timber batten (2.5cm by 2.5cm) for lid

1m by 1m weld mesh



Instructions

1. Cut the roof tiling timber batten into 1m lengths
and fix to the pressure treated posts (Fig.1)

using nails or screws.

Fig.1

2. Position the batten so that the two lengths
run parallel to each other with a gap in

between large enough to slide in the cut

lengths of timber planks (Fig.2).
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Fig.2

3. Slide in the pre cut treated timber planks
(Fig.3) and secure the bottom plank with

a screw or nail through the batten and

plank. This will stop it falling apart when

you move it.

Fig.3



4. Repeat this process for the other three posts to // \\

build a four-sided square box (Fig.4). You may

wish to secure the top planks on three sides of

your compost box to add to stability. Leave the

fourth side unsecured, so you can gain easy

access and turn the compost.

Fig.4
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5. Place the weld mesh flat on the ground. Put

the compost box on top of it. Attach to

L sides with fencing tacks for added security

(Fig.5).
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6. To build the lid, measure the inside of the £ AN

compost box and construct a square frame from

the 2.5cm by 2.5cm batten and the timber // \\

planks. The lid should fit snugly inside the [E :

compost box (Fig.6).

Fig.6
7. Start to fill with waste, remove front approximately every month and

turn the material.



Suppliers of reclaimed wood

If you would prefer to build your compost box from recycled wood, the
following organisations can supply all the necessary reclaimed timber.
They can also make wooden compost bins to your required size on
request.

Brighton & Hove Wood Recycling Project
Municipal Market, Circus Street, Brighton BN2 9QF
Tel 01273 570500

Hastings & Bexhill Wood Recycling Project
Britannia Enterprise Centre, Waterworks Road, Hastings TN34 1RT
Tel 01424 715566

Mid Sussex Wood Recycling Project
The Dairy Barn, Rocky Lane, Haywards Heath RH16 4RR
Tel 01273 565243

Produced by East Sussex County Council’s
Compost Doctor Service

Tel 01273 482995
eastsussex.gov.uk/composting

We cannot recommend or endorse any company listed
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