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The Romans built a mighty fort in Pevensey 
almost 1000 years before William the Conqueror 
landed on Pevensey Beach in 1066. The 
Normans constructed a powerful stone fortress, 
still impressive with walls 12ft thick. Passing by 
these brings you east towards Norman’s Bay, 
the occasional rise in the road giving you wide 
views across the long shingle beach and out into 
the English Channel. Bexhill is largely skirted on 
its western side before plunging into the lush 
countryside with glimpses of lovely buildings and 
oast houses to the south of Hooe. Keep an eye out 
for the amazing chimneys of Court Lodge.

After crossing the B2095 you descend down onto 
the levels, crossing Waller’s Haven on a lane so little 
used that grass is growing in the middle. The next 
highlight is the domes of Herstmonceux observatory 
and the ramparts of Herstmonceux Castle, a 
fortifi ed 15th-century moated manor house, which 
was for a time a ruin before being carefully restored 
in the 1930s. From 1948 to the mid 1980s it was 
home to the Royal Greenwich Observatory and 
now houses a science centre. A bridleway takes 

you through woodland to the south of the castle, 
rejoining the lanes near the church. The route south 
to Rickney across the Pevensey Levels is idyllic 
cycling countryside - fl at and quiet lanes but with 
fi ne views to the surrounding rim of hills. The lanes 
take you all the way back to Pevensey.

Pevensey Castle 
Many periods of development are visible from the
earliest Roman and Norman bailey walls right 
through to gun emplacements and pill boxes which 
were built as part of World War II defences. 
Tel: 01323 762604 
www.castlexplorer.co.uk/england/pevensey

Herstmonceux Castle 
The spectacular 15th-century moated castle is set
within 500 acres of parkland and gardens (including 
an Elizabethan garden). 
Tel: 01323 833816  
www.herstmonceux-castle.com

Observatory Science Centre 
With more than 100 indoor and outdoor exhibits,
Herstmonceux’s hands-on approach puts the 
emphasis on doing and fi nding out for yourself and 
is one of the country’s leading science centres. It is 
located in the grounds of Herstmonceux Castle and 
is the former home of the Greenwich Observatory.
Tel: 01323 832731  
www.the-observatory.org.uk

The Pevensey Levels are the largest tract of 
wetland in East Sussex and a Site of Special 
Scientifi c Interest (SSSI). A Nature Reserve lies in 
the heart of a large grazing Marsh, which is home to 
many species of wildfowl including some breeding 
waders and many passage and wintering wetland 
birds. Many types of fl owering water plant grow 
here, some of which are nationally rare.
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